SOME ACCIDENTALS OF THE CHURCH
1 I 'HERE are certain things in the discipline,
JL uses, or traditions of the Catholic Church
to which we in Western Christendom have
grown so accustomed that it is difficult for us to
imagine them otherwise. Such are the celibacy
of the clergy, the use of the Latin language in the
Mass and liturgy, and the predominance of
Italians in the Church's government. Were it
possible it would be interesting to discover how
many Catholics in England realize that millions
of the faithful receive the Sacraments from
married priests and hear Mass in a language other
than Latin ; though no doubt a greater number
are aware that it is for no such very long period,
as the Church counts time, that the Italian
tradition has been unbroken. It is no part of
the purpose of this article to dwell at length on
the merits of these three subjects, which I cite
as illustrations of the distinction between the
essential and accidental, but perhaps a word
may be said on two of them before opening on
the main theme.
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